
EUROPEAN  REGION  WFO

Conference on Parenting Support

Riga, 25 -26 May 2008

Riga Council, Old Riga

ORGANISED BY 
the European Region of the World Family Organization (e-wfo) 

IN CO-OPERATION WITH 
the Union of Latvian Large Families Associations.

WITH THE SUPPORT OF 
the Latvian Ministry for Children and Family Aff airs 

and the Riga Municipality

INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION : 
Mr. Leonids Mucenieks, ullfa
phone : +371 29378045
e-mail : leonids.mucenieks@ltv.lv
fax : +371 672 00 400

REGISTRATION PREFERABLY BEFORE
May 10, 2008

CONFERENCE LANGUAGES : 
Plenary sessions : Latvian, English, French
Workshops : no simultaneous translation

TOURIST INFORMATION : 
http : //www.rigathisweek.lv
http : // www.virtualriga.com

Travel to Riga and from Riga airport : 
http://eng.meeting.lv/incoming/transport.php

Participation is free of charge. 
Participants have to book their fl ights and hotel themselves.

 11.30 Workshops

 1. Children’s rights and parental responsibilities
 Child Right Protection Act, Laila Rieksta- Riekstina, 
 State Children Rights Protection Inspectorate

 2. Participation of parents and children in parenting   
 support
 How can parents establish and run good (private) schools and  
 kindergardens?, Lazslo Marki, noe, Hungary

 3. Protection of children facing new technologies
 Net-safe & Hotline, Liene Kalna, Ministry for Electronic   
 Government Aff airs, Latvia

 Our children safe on-line, Luk De Smet, Gezinsbond,   
 Flanders- Belgium 

 4. Conducing to sustainable partner relationships as   
 a basis for positive parenting
 Family enrichment programmes for parents, Raul Sanchez,   
 Large Families Federation, Spain

 5. Parenting: an element in preventing the risk of   
 social exclusion
 Family solidarity and social exclusion, Victoria Gomez,   
 University Carlos III of Madrid, Spain

 Single parents and their competence in educating their   
 children, Françoise Knaack-Hitti, vamv-Bundesverband,   
 Germany

 13.00 Lunch

 14.30 Plenary session with key points from work  
  shops  and perspectives

 16.30 Closing session 

 17.00 End

  

  European Region



PARENTING SUPPORT

Raising children is increasingly viewed as a complex task 
and as a process in which various factors constantly interact 
with each other : factors specifi c to the child, to the parents 
or other educators and contextual factors. 

Parents aim to be good mothers and fathers, 
and succeed in creating for their children a good, 
safe and secure environment in which to grow.

A large majority of the parents experience few serious 
problems in raising their children. But even they can 
sometimes feel uncertain in today‘s complex world.

If problems present themselves, parents can often rely on 
their immediate environment, their families and their 
neighbours.

Th is is not always suffi  cient as parents may need 
additional support.

What can contribute to and what hinders improvements 
to the upbringing situation of children by supporting 
parents in their upbringing responsibility?
What “activities” are experienced by parents and children 
as supportive of and complementary to the upbringing?
What “activities” help parents and educators raise children?

An initiative of particular relevance for this conference 
is the Council of Europe - Recommandation on Positive 
Parenting of december 2006 (Committee of Ministers of 
the Council of Europe : Recommandation 19/2006)

                  

PROGRAMME

SUNDAY, 25 MAY 2008

09.00 Registration

09.30 Welcome
 Leonids Mucenieks, President Union of 
 Latvian Large Families Associations

09.45 Opening Ceremony
 Ainars Bastiks, Minister for Children and Family Aff airs  
 of the Republic of Latvia
 Ph.D. Juris Zakis, Chairman of Education, Youth and  
 Sports Committee, Riga Municipality
 Françoise Meauze, President European Region - wfo

10.30 Keynote  : Parenting Support in Europe.  
 Major antecedents and developments
 Freddy Deven, Scientifi c Director Kenniscentrum  

 wvg Dept. Welfare, Health & Family, Belgium

11.00 Break

11.30 Keynote :Parenting support and family policy 
measures

 Gyula Pulay, Deputy-director general, Research and 
Development Institute of the State Audit Offi  ce of 
Hungary

12.00 Keynote  :Parenting programmes. Major fi ndings 
 and policy implications
 Clem Henricson, Director of research and policy,  
 Family and Parenting Institute,United Kingdom

12.30 Questions – General Discussion

13.00 Lunch and networking

14.30  Workshops: visions and good practices

 1.Th e role of childcare and school
 Parents & childcare: partners in education, Sandra Van  
 der Mespel, vbjk,  resource, research and training centre  
 on early childhood care and education, Flanders-Belgium

 2.Th e role of media and information technologies
 University of Families, Chantal Lebatard, unaf, France

 Th e violence, the television, and the children, Daina  
 Markova, Latvian Television, Latvia

    
  

 

 

 

 16.30 Break

 17.00 Plenary session with key points from workshops

 18.00 End

 20.00 Welcome dinner

 Monday,  May 

 09.15 Welcome

 09.30 Keynote  : Parenting support in Latvia: Present 
   and Future
  Abolina Liga, Director of Children and Family   
  Policy Department of the Ministry for Children and  
  Family Aff airs of the Republic of Latvia.

 10.00 Keynote  : Positive parenting in the best
                             interest of the child  A Council of Europe project
  Elda Moreno, Head of the Children’s rights and   
  family policies Division. Manager of the Programme  
  “Building a Europe for and with children”. Directorate  
  General of Social Cohesion of the Council of Europe.

 10.30 Questions – General Discussion

 11.00 Break

 

 

 3. Work and care: how to recognize family and   
 educational work by parents?
 ’Th e family’ in EU-policies: unknown or partner? Marielle  
 Helleputte, fefaf

 4.Programmes of parenting support for parents 
 Th e positive parneting programme “Triple P”, Heidi   
 Lotti, University of Fribourg, Switzerland

 5.Services for parents and children: public and   
 private (family organisations).
 Home-Start Latvia, Olga Cernisova, Large Family Association  
 of Vecumnieki, Latvia

 Les Chantiers - Education, Xavière Artur, cnafc, France


